CARL BRUMMOND 1847-1906
LOUISA KLEMM 1855-1916
Carl Brummund was born to Daniel and Eva Brummund in Dzidno Abbau, Posen, Germany, on May 17, 1847.  Carl had two sisters, Rosina and Caroline, who both married Thiem brothers.  He also had five bothers: John, Daniel, William, August, and Frederick.  Louisa Klemm was born to Michael and Louisa Klemm in Posen, Germany, on April 6, 1855.  Louisa was born of one of three marriages by her mother.  She had one full brother, John, and one full sister, Emily.  Little is known of either Carl’s or Louisa’s early years.

Carl and Louisa were married at Mrotschen, Germany, on October 25, 1872.  In 1878, Carl and Louisa immigrated to the United States.  They settled in Rip Falls, some 14 miles west of Wausau, Wisconsin.  The place is now Edgar, Marathon County, Wisconsin.  There, Carl and Louisa raised their family, which included Ottillia and Mathilda.  Carl farmed the land, and Louisa kept house.  Their surname was spelled “Brumund”.
Sometime around 1883-1884, the family moved to Molke Township, Sibley County, Minnesota.  By 1890, the family was near Gibbon, Minnesota.  And by 1900, they had moved to Hector Township, Renville County, Minnesota.  
In 1900, there were 14 surviving children, 13 were living at home.  Mathilda had married in 1897.  Emily had born 17 children total.  The childrens’ names are: Otillia, Mathilda, Hulda, Emily, Paulina, Wilhelm, Carl (also known as Charles), Frederick, Heinrich (also known as Henry), Herbert, Otto, Johanis (also known as John), Edgar, Rudolph, and Rose.  A baby had born and died on October 13, 1889.  There was also a story passed along by family members of the possibility that Louisa lost a child during the crossing to the United States.  If so, both the child’s death and their immigration took place early in 1878.  Otillia had died in Rip Falls on May 10, 1881
Carl owned his own farm in Hector Township.  In 1900, the boys Willie through Herbert were all attending school.  But, both Carl and Louisa could not read, write, or speak English.  No doubt German was spoken in the household.  And now, their surname was spelled “Brumond”.  When the name adopted another “m” is not known. 
But, in 1905, the family moved to the Prelvitz Farm on the outskirts of Hector.  Carl had been suffering from poor health, possibly a form of dementia.
On October 1, 1906, Carl went missing from home.  This occurred at a stressful time since the Brummond family was planning to move again, this time to the Wentland farm near Buffalo Lake, Minnesota.  It turned out that he died under very unusual circumstances.  The following is the report from the “Gibbon Gazette” dated October 26, 1906:

“Relatives of Carl Brummond, of Buffalo Lake, received the sad news of his death, which resulted from suicide from drowning in the Mississippi River.  He left his home several weeks ago and when he did not return a search was made, but no trace of his whereabouts could be found.  Sunday the body of an unknown man was found at the end of Concord Street, St. Paul, a description appeared in the papers, that answered that of the missing man.  Carl Brummond, Jr. immediately went to Minneapolis and identified the body as that of his father.  For some time past the unfortunate man had acted strangely, and it was evident that he was becoming mentally unbalanced.  Twice before he had left home, stating that he was going to Wisconsin to invest in lands, and each time he stayed away until his money was spent.  He was at all times closely watched, but succeeded in getting away the last time unobserved.  It is thought that ill health and brooding over a poor crop is what caused him to end his life.  The body was shipped to Buffalo Lake where the funeral was held Wednesday.”
Another version of Carl’s death came from Henry Brummond, son of Carl, as told by Henry’s wife, Kathryn:

In the fall of 1906 the family was living on a farm near Buffalo Lake when the father (Carl or”Karl” Brummond) drove into town with a team and wagon, turned in the rig at the livery stable and took the afternoon train toward the Twin Cities.

When he did not return home the above facts were ascertained and the family surmised that he had taken a sudden notion to visit relatives in and around Gibbon.  So during the next few days members of the family drove around to different places where they had relatives to find him but he had been no where to visit.

Sometime afterward one of their friends clipped a small item out of a Minneapolis paper, and unidentified body had been pulled out of the Mississippi river.  Henry’s oldest brother Bill and a couple of his friends went into the city just on the chance that it might have been his father.

It was.  Though the corpse was unidentifiable, the man’s clothing was at the morgue and Bill knew them at once, as did all other members of the family.  So the body was claimed and buried in the Buffalo Lake cemetery.

Henry said that the most horrible part of the whole thing took place at the funeral after all the family was assembled.  Then a couple of the deacons of the church stepped back and barred the coffin was entering the sanctuary because the deceased was a suicide.

That is why Henry has never joined a church of any faith what ever and he never will.

As you may imagine, this is a very painful subject to Henry.  After telling me the story once he has never mentioned it again.

It was declared that Carl died by suicide, possibly due to his health and brooding over a poor crop.  His death was listed as October 1, 1906, in St. Paul, Minnesota, which was the last day he was seen in Hector.  He had been missing for several weeks before his body was found.
At the time of his death, Carl was 59 year of age and weighted about 160 pounds.  He had a full, dark beard with streaks of gray.  He spoke the English language, but very imperfectly.  The local paper described him as “known as a sober and industrious farmer and well liked by all his neighbors and acquaintances.”  

After Carl’s death, Louisa moved with her family in Buffalo Lake, Minnesota, living with family.  In 1916, she moved to Clear Lake, South Dakota, where she lived with her daughter, Matilda Radtke.  The writer of Louisa’s obituary gave a good accounting of her Christian character.  “She was a devout Christian woman, having been converted in the Methodist church in her early married life, and she tried to bring up her family in close contact with the church.  She was one of the pioneers who helped to organize the Grafton congregation, the first three years of services having been held in her own home.”
Louisa died on September 12, 1936, in Buffalo Lake, Minnesota.  Louisa and Carl are buried at Buffalo Lake Municipal Cemetery, Buffalo Lake, Minnesota.
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